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The Glass Fiber Industry in the Bimo-Soviet Bloe
KRQUESTING AGENCY AND DATE

Department of Commerce, 25 March 1958

DEADLINE FOR_FECEIPT OF INFORMATION
As soon as possibvle

Te complement the review currently undertaken by & Department of
Commerce Technical Task Group in order to determine whether glass fibers
are of sufficient military-industrisl importance to varrent sddition
ta thl U.8. Positive List and possidbly & recommendstion for their
mehziion in the International Lists.

REFERENCE |

Memorendum to Chii—man of EDIC from Department of Commerce representa-
tive, 85 March 1958
BACKGROUND

The Depertment of Commerce is currently reviewing a license
spylication filed by OMNI PRODUCTS CORPORATION of New York (Export Agents
for Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company) requesting permission to export ho
tons of glass fiber roving (reduced from an original exdsr of 150
tous) to East Cexmany. Class fibers are not nov on either the U. B.
Positive List or the International Lists, simce their predominant use has
beon in general industrial or in consumer goods. However, there have
nov been developed a nmumber of highly strategic applications for glass
fibers 8 reinforcing materials in plastic laminatas used in the
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The superior strength & weight ratio of such Zlass fiber reinforced
plastics reportedly mskes them an extremely suitable structural materisl
for such purgoses. In viev of these new developments in applied gless
#1ber technology, the Department of Defense has objected to the lieensing
of the proposed export to Past @mmthﬁtMt certain
types of glass fibers be placed on the U. g. Positive List. The above
1ndtcaved Commerce Techaical Tesk Group Review is an outgrovth of Shis
Departasnt of Defense suggastion and related Operuting Committes acton.

ACTION REQUESTED
It is requested that EDIC prepare an intelligence sumIEYY setting

forth Bino-Soviet Bloc uses and requirements for snd supply of glass
f£ibers.
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